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December 2021 Newsletter 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and friends of St Mary’s,  
 
It has not quite been the end of term that we had hoped for, but there are still smiles at the end of what has been a 
very busy term. The smiles are due to your children and the way in which they show respect for everyone and 
everything they do. We have been blessed with wonderful Nativity plays from key stage 1 and nursery, fantastic  church 
service from key stage 2, a Christingle service which reminded us all of the reason for the season, and carol singing 
which has brightened up some dreary days. Such events are a testament to how hard pupils and staff work, and I’d 
like to express a huge thank you to staff and parents for supporting each and every event. At the end of a very busy 
term it is wonderful when parents pop into say thank you. Feedback has been overwhelmingly supportive and we are 
very grateful after what has been a difficult term for everyone.   
 

Staffing news 
 

We say a sad farewell to Mrs Hulse this week. We wish her every blessing as she moves on.  
Mrs Naomi Emison has been appointed as the new Deputy Head and will start after the Easter Holiday.  
Our site manager, Mr Penketh, has also received a promotion and will be moving on in January. We are delighted that 
Mr Neil Wiglesworth will be joining us.  
 

Lock down after Christmas 
 

No doubt you will have read in the news that schools are preparing for a lockdown scenario. At this stage we have no 
reason to think that we will enter a major lockdown, but we are preparing contingency plans to ensure that all children 
and staff are prepared for the event. Extra action will be taken if numbers with Covid see a rapid increase after 
Christmas or if  
 

 5 children, pupils, or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-
day period 

 10% of children, pupils, or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for COVID-19 within 
a 10-day period 

 



We will endeavour to keep any measures to a minimum and for the shortest amount of time possible. Such plans may 
include  
- Ensuring everyone has access to Microsoft Teams and can use their account. Please be aware that if your child 

has not accessed their Teams in 6 months, the account has been frozen. Today all staff are setting a piece of 
homework on TEAMS. EVERYONE NEEDS TO ACCESS THIS TO CHECK IF THEIR ACCOUNT IS STILL WORKING. This is 
the only way we can ensure we are prepared in the event of a January lockdown. Please call the school office is 
there is a problem. YOU must send the completed work back to the class teacher so that we know your account 
works.  

- Greater use of testing within the school community. 
- Greater use of Facemasks by adults on school grounds  
- Reintroduction of staggered start / end times for school.  
- Limiting parent evets and school trips. 
- Reintroducing class bubbles. 
 
Please note that High-quality face-to-face education remains our priority. Attendance restrictions will only ever be 
considered as a short-term measure and as a last resort. Being prepared does not mean that it will definitely happen. 
Our intention is that school will reopen on 5th January 2022 as planned. We will keep you informed of any new 
information, as and when we know it.  
 

Tree Planting   

How wonderful it was to see so many families planting trees here in the school grounds. The children will be 

encouraged to look after their own tree and hopefully in years to come, they can share their trees with their own 

children.  

Important dates 

21st January 2pm school closes  

5th January return to school  

19th January – Vision Screening, Reception & Year 6 

16th February School closes to pupils for February Half term 

28th February School reopens  

 

From all the staff at St Mary’s we wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas  

and best wishes for the New Year 

 


